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SME clustering in Europe: the Legal Approach 

 
The workshop, organised in the framework of EFFORT European project 

(www.effortproject.eu), is aimed to assess which are the potential barriers and enablers 

to SME clustering at European level. The covered topics range from the creation of a 

cluster to some sensitive issues like taxation and competition, with a focus on both 

academic and practical aspects. This fact is reflected by the speakers that will animate 

the workshop as they come from academia as well as from industry. 

 

Date: Friday 4 July 2008 
 

Venue: Interdisciplinary Centre for Law and ICT, K.U.Leuven - ICRI 

Sint-Michielsstraat 6, Leuven – Belgium 

 

Programme: 
 

9.30-

10.00 

Registration and coffee  

10.00-

10.15 
Welcome Speech Prof. Jos Dumortier, 

Director of ICRI (BE) 

10.15-

10.45 
A European Private Company as vehicle for 

trans-border activities in the EU: an analysis 

of the plans for a Statute for a European 

Private Company 

 

Prof. Theo Raaijmakers, 

University of Tilburg (NL) 

10.45-

11.15 
Legal barriers for e-business: the findings of 

LEKTOR project and the experience of 

Europe, India, USA (California) and Chile 

 

Mrs. Yolanda Ursa, 

Manager International Area, 

Inmark S.A. (ES) 

11.15-

11.30 

Coffee break 
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11.30-

12.00 
Introduction to SME clustering: extended and 

dynamic clusters and the analysis carried out 

by EFFORT project  

 

Prof. Ramon O’Callaghan, 

IESE Business School, 

University of Navarra (ES) 

12.00-

12.30 
Does EU Competition Law create barriers to 

cross-border SME clustering?  

 

Mr. Liyang Hou, ICRI (BE) 

12.30-

14.00 

Lunch   

14.00-

14.30 
Taxation issues and SME clustering, lessons 

for   policymakers – The substantial and 

procedural aspects of SME clustering and 

taxation  

 

Mr. Davide M. Parrilli, 

ICRI (BE) 

14.30-

15.00 
Enablers and barriers for SME clustering: 

EFFORT White Paper 

Prof. Takis Damaskopoulos, 

European Institute of 

Interdisciplinary Research -

EIIR (F) 

15.00-

15.30 
SME clustering in formal and informal legal 

networks: an overview of opportunities and 

challenges in organising international legal 

services 

 

Mr. Hans Graux, Time.lex 

Law Firm, Brussels (BE) 

15.30-

15.45 

Coffee break   

15.45-

16.15 
Addressing rigidity in Labour Law: 

from flexibility to flexicurity 

 

Prof. Franc Hendrickx, 

K.U. Leuven (BE) 

16.15-

16.45 
Legal issues for e-business: a Web 2.0 

experience - Lexelerator demonstration 

Dr. Margaretha Mazura, 

Secretary General European 

Multimedia Forum (BE) 

16.45-

17.30 

Cocktail and networking  

 

 

Important information: Attendance to the workshop is on invitation 

only and is free of charge. If you would like to participate, please send 

an email by June, 27 to Mr. Davide M. Parrilli (ICRI-K.U.Leuven): 

davide.parrilli@law.kuleuven.be 

 

In order to have more information about how to reach the venue, please 

visit https://www.law.kuleuven.be/icri/map.php 


